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General view of Whitlowgrass / Erophila 


e Below is the typical view of an erophila, showing different features present on some of the 
species. They are small, early-flowerers, late Jan to April. They are the only British crucifer with 
split petals and no stem leaves. The individual species follow. 





Dense areas at times - 


Or scattered; may have many 


Leaves basal, none on stem; 








split petals; some toothing - 








Pre-flowering rosette - 
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Common Whitlow Grass - Common in city, occasional/frequent elsewhere - Erophila verna - Map 
An ideal E. verna has shortish-stalked leaves with mostly-forked hairs, over the surface of the 
leaf and partly up the stem (hairs may wear off or be yet to develop, see note in next species) - 
these are all visible in pic 1. 

However, it will regularly not have all these characteristics and any of them are good indicators. 
Sometimes it will just have short-stalked leaves (pic 2), or just forked hairs at the leaf margins (pic 
3). 

Seeds : 0.5-0.8mm as Glabrous below. 

Variants : There are two variants poorly recorded since they are based on seed size : 

var verna - more frequent, has narrow fruits (length to 3x width) - Map 

var praecox - 1 record, has broad fruits peng to 2x USI i Map 
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Glabrous Whitlow Grass - Frequent in city, rare on East, very rare elsewhere - Erophila glabrescens 
- Map 

An ideal E. glabrescens has long-stalked leaves (giving an airy effect, but stalk may be just 1/3) 
and no hairs on leaf surfaces or flower stalk (see pic 1) (but may be v sparse). It is especially 
helpful if the hairs are unforked (there can be forked ones), so all in all there can be an overlap 
with Common. 

Note on hairs : Since hairs take a little bit to develop and wear off easily, it is best to look for 
leaves that are neither very young nor old, and to look among the patch rather than just at a single 
plant, since you might otherwise have a rather hairless Common. 

Seeds : 0.5-0.8mm as Common above. 





~Hairless surfaces and stem Often simple (unforked) hairs 





Long stalked leaves 
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Hairy Whitlow Grass -Very rare - Erophila majuscula - Map 

The ideal E. majuscula is distinctive for being densely hairy, at least some hairs all the way up 
the stem sometimes into the inflorescence, with poorly stalked leaves. 

Seeds : The seeds if available are smaller than the other two, being 0.3-0.5 mm (v 0.5-0.8mm). 





Hairs : The hairs throughout are forked/star-shaped. 
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Info 
Updated : 2020-01-11 - please check you have the latest version! 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
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